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Mary Hartmann is the . 1% I ‘he inspiration for the Better Half Collection happened
. around twenty-three years ago when I was engaged to be mar-
designer of the Better Half

ried. I hired an artist to design a picture of exactly what the scrip-
Collection. A portion of her ture in Ephesians said to me. It was Ephesians 5:31 and it says, ‘And
the two will become one.’ I said to the artist, ‘I envision the male
body on one side and the female on the other. I'd really love for you
stone, a Minneapolis-based to sketch this out for me, and I'd like to use it for the programs for
my wedding.” So she did and it was great. But the marriage ended
in divorce. It was fine; it was a two-year young love. But because I'm
preventing domestic abuse. such a love child and I'm a hopeless romantic, I really still believed

profits go to the Corner-

organization devoted to

Mary is also a member of
the Women’s Jewelry

Association.
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in that vision of the female and
male body coming together in a
union of one.

Years later I met a musician
named David Young, and he
wrote a song for me. I closed
my eyes and listened to the
beautiful melody and the lyrics
of the song: ‘You’re my bet-

ter half. I'm not half as good
without you. I wouldn’t want to
live without you. You’re my best
friend.” Immediately the sketch
of the male and female body
came to my mind and I said,
‘David, thank you so much for
this song. I'm feeling incredibly
inspired to bring this beautiful
melody along with creating a
piece of jewelry.’

My background was the aes-
thetic beauty industry. I really
didn’t know much about the

I took everything I had—my
savings, my 401K—and just
dove into this project. This was
around two and a half years ago.
I began signing up for courses
and really trying to learn as
much as I possibly could quickly
so I could bring this message of
love into the world. I signed up
for the Women’s Jewelry Asso-
ciation. I entered my pendant
there and my line was chosen
for the 2007 Macy’s Fall Fash-
ion Show, which was an honor.
It was absolutely an amazing
experience.

Because of that opportu-

nity and the exposure there, a
manufacturer called me right
after, and right now we’re ne-
gotiating. He wants to take the
line to some of his customers
and bring it to market. His goal
is to launch it at the JCK in Las

jewelry industry, Vegas.

but I dove in. It I've taken
was like taking the N the piece
fast-track course - — to the

in the jewelry sl gift shows
industry. I started and jewel-
researching - ry shows,
computer com- & . N and the
panies and CAD = response
companies to see 3 S '{/ has been
if they could bring Ty absolutely
to fruition this Better Half wonder-
picture. I said, ‘I ful. You
would love to see look at
this as a pendant some

and possibly create an entire
jewelry line with this.” I kept
dreaming and visualizing more
and more pieces. The symbol in
itself was very powerful to me,
and nothing in me was going to
stop with this vision and inspira-
tion.
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of the testimonies from the
customers that have received
the pieces and it really warms
my heart.

I wanted to create a one-stop
shop. The woman opens her
package and she sees the lovely
card that says 1o my better half.

I'm not half as good without you.

T wouldn’t want to live without
you. She sees the beautiful CD
in the card, so she puts the

CD on and David’s Better Half
song comes on. Right after that
there’s his romantic, relaxing
music for her to listen to. The
symbol is one thing she can
wear around her neck, but then
it’s a long-lasting memory to tie
the music and the romance to
the whole package.

It’s really been a wonderful
journey, watching this develop.
Women are wanting to pur-
chase it on their own. I found
that I was limiting myself by
launching it as just a romantic
piece because I'm finding wom-
en are the purchasers when it
comes to jewelry. Studying the
market made me realize that.
Men purchase during different
seasons, but women purchase
jewelry all year long. This is
where the manufacturers and
distributors are guiding and
helping me on where and how
to market this without limiting
the piece itself.

In one of the chapters of my
life I ended up being in a not

so healthy relationship. It was

Jewelers Inc. 19



W interview

\ w
w SR
r. ir/ S

with a man that was controlling
and abusive. When I got out of
the relationship I told myself,
‘When I get out of this, I am
going to give back some way,
somehow, to this organization
because now that I've

On alocal level I’'m involved in
that. That’s where you start. So
right now I'm involved locally
with Cornerstone and a couple
of other domestic abuse or-
ganizations. I have invited my
fiancé David to be at some of
these seminars with me. He’s

a survivor of childhood abuse.
The last event we both did, we
both said one-minute testimo-
nies and then we sang a song
together. We were the very first
ones on stage. He wrote a song
called ‘You’re Free.” It’s abso-
lutely beautiful. We sang that
song for the 450 people in the
audience. It was just an incred-
ible experience. The letter we
received afterwards said that

experienced it, I know
and understand these
people and how hard
itis to transform.’ It’s
not easy because you’re
caught up in loving
that person and giving
them the benefit of
the doubt. You keep
thinking they’re going
to change and it never
happens. It takes a lot
of hard work, love,
family support, and

encouragement for

the victim to get out. It really
does. It doesn’t matter where
you come from in life. I wasn’t
abused as a child, I never saw it.
I came from a very healthy fam-
ily. It’s one of those things that
just happened and I got caught
up in it. My heart goes out to
those that also get caught up

in it.

There’s a program in Minne-
apolis called the Cornerstone.
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we set the tone of the entire
one-hour seminar. It was really
exciting to be a part of that.

I'm a firm believer that we all
go through things in life for

a reason. As hard and as ter-
rible as it sounds, that chapter
that I went through for a few
years had a purpose behind
it. I personally feel that if
wouldn’t have gone through

that, I wouldn’t have had the
deep empathy and the desire

to serve and to give back in that
foundation. Because of that
experience I can sit with those
women, I can cry with those
women, and they know it’s com-
ing from my heart.”

It’s been really neat to see that
the inspiration started one way,
with the thought that it was a
very romantic piece. But people
are not just using the piece for a
romantic symbol. The meaning
for everyone is so individual. It’s
very powerful — a very a spiritual
piece. I have surrendered and
let go and let it take a life of its
own. As an artist or an entrepre-
neur, you're thinking, “This is
the way it’s going to start.” But
you never know how the con-
sumer will interpret it. As a busi-
ness person you focus on one
area and then you have to let it
evolve on its own. I'm not going
to limit it. It’s not just a roman-
tic love piece. It’s going to be

a symbol of healing, empower-
ment, and self-discovery.

Gerrie McCall is a freelance writer
living in Austin, TX. She is the
author of several nonfiction books.
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